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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. Do you agree that evil exists and, if so, where do you think it originates from? 
 
 
Read Genesis 3 
 
2. The serpent began by questioning what God had said.  When do healthy questions about God become 

unhealthy? 
 
 

3. The snake is an embodiment of Satan (the devil).  What misconceptions about Satan based on popular 
culture are challenged by this and how does it say he works to oppose God’s plan? 

 
 

4. What convinced Eve to eat the forbidden fruit and to share it with Adam?  Does this help to explain the 
basic problem with humankind? 

 
 

5. How does Adam and Eve’s initial reaction to their sin relate to people’s experiences of guilt and shame? 
 
 

6. How is life in the world different as a result of sin from what God originally designed? 
 
 

7. What signs of God’s love for human beings and hope for a different future do you find in God’s words and 
actions in response to Adam and Eve’s sin? 

 
 
 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 How do you explain the fact that human beings are capable of such goodness (love for others, kindness, 
creativity etc.) but also such evil (deceit, hatred, murder etc.)? 
 

 Can you identify with the steps towards sin outlined in this study as described in Genesis 3: deception 
(wrong ideas), leading to temptation (appeals to our desires) then to sin (wrong actions)? 

 
 If you believe God exists, what is your impression of what He is like?  Do you think you might have believed 

any lies about His character and how does this passage correct those? 
 

 Do you recognise the connection between wrong actions and underlying wrong worship?  What does this 
look like in your life personally and in the lives of people in your cultural context? 

 
 Imagine yourself in the place of Cain – is there jealousy and rivalry in your life?  What do you think God is 

saying to you and what do you need to do about it? 
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Where did evil come from? 
Genesis 3 explains how evil entered human experience through rejection of God’s rule.  It does not, however, 
tell us how evil originated, as the serpent is already opposed to God’s plan within God’s perfect creation.  
Revelation 12 refers to a war in heaven between Michael (an archangel) with his angels and the dragon 
(identified as Satan) with his angels, which resulted in the dragon and his angels being cast down to earth (v7-
9).  Satan and the demons who work with him against God were, therefore, originally spirits who served God, 
and it seems that their fall was because of the same temptation Satan presented to Adam and Eve – rebellion 
against God and the desire to take His place.  Being cast down to earth, God allowed Satan to have authority 
over it (he is described as the ‘the commander of the powers in the unseen world’ in Ephesians 2:2 and the 
‘god of this world’ in 2 Corinthians 4:4), but Jesus’ death defeated him (Hebrews 2:14) and Hell has been 
prepared for him and for the spirits who work with him (Matthew 25:41).  Unlike human beings, for whom God 
made a rescue plan, there is no possibility of salvation for Satan or other evil spirits.  Evil, then, is the result of 
rejection of God or disobedience to Him.  It originates in the wills of creatures who reject God’s will.  
 

A talking animal – do you really believe that? 
Some Christians may question whether or not Genesis 3 should be read literally and we must acknowledge that 
it is recounting a time before recorded history began.  The talking serpent stands out because it is unusual and 
when we realise that it is not an ordinary animal, but an embodiment of the devil, it becomes less problematic.  
There is one other place in the Bible where an animal is said to have spoken (Numbers 22) and that is 
presented as an exceptional event as well.  The Bible does record some supernatural occurrences, but they 
stand out as ‘not the norm’ and point to the involvement of some powerful spiritual power, either God or 
spirits in opposition to Him.  This is no book of fantasy or fairy tales. 
 

Why do human beings die? 
Death is introduced by God both as a judgement and as the consequence of sin (Romans 6:23), but in another 
sense it is a sign of God’s mercy.  To allow human beings to continue to live forever in sinfulness and rebeallion 
against Him would not be loving.  Death forces us to consider the purpose of life and what lies beyond it.  It 
also creates the possibility of resurrection into a new life and new bodies which are free from sin and its 
consequences (see Part 23).  Only through death do we come to new life and an ultimate cure for sin. 
 

Since the Fall can we reliably know good from evil? 
The Fall had a profound impact on the pyschology of Adam and Eve – they were distrusting of one another and 
of God.  The seeds of conflict and competition had been sown and bore fruit even in Cain and Abel, their sons.  
Sin is something we choose, but it also takes control of us, which the Bible describes as slavery (Romans 6:20).  
Sin darkens our minds, distorting our perceptions of right and wrong and removing the sense of shame we 
should feel at sin (Ephesians 4:17-19).  Against this negative picture, Romans 2:15 says that God’s law is written 
on human hearts and operates through the conscience to guide us to right and wrong.  Human beings can 
often recognise truth, but when we harden our hearts against God this sense can be numbed or silenced. 
 

Why did God accept Abel’s sacrifice and not Cain’s? 
It may not be immediately obvious what the problem with Cain’s sacrifice was, but there is a clue in the 
passage and some additional knowledge about the Old Testament sacrificial system given through Moses may 
help us (this was after the time of Cain, but Moses wrote Genesis and could assume his readers would know 
what kind of sacrificie God expected).  The point in the passage is that Abel brought the best of his flock, 
whereas Cain just brought some of his harvest.  God expects sacrifice to be the best we have, a principle that is 
repeated in the expectations in the Law of Moses.  This carelessness was indicative of the fact that Abel came 
in real faith, whereas Cain did not.  Faith means trusting God’s words and obeying them.  Genesis does not tell 
us what instructions God gave to the first human beings abut sacrifice, but we can assume He gave some and 
that Cain was not obeying them.  In any case, God gave him a chance to correct His sin and to be victorious 
over it (Genesis 4:6-7), but Cain gave in to it and became a murderer of his own brother. 


