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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
1. Based on what you have read so far in the Old Testament, what is your impression of the priests in Israel?  

Would you expect them to recognise and believe when God was speaking to them? 
 
 
Read Luke 1 

 
2. Why is it important for Luke to emphasise to Theophilus that he has researched carefully the things he is 

recording in his Gospel (verses 1-4)? 
 
 
3. How do Mary and Zacharias contrast with one another in their status and in their reaction to Gabriel? 

 
 

4. What does this chapter say about the role John, son of Elizabeth and Zechariah, will have in God’s plan (see 
verses 13-17 and 76-80)? 

 
 
5. What is remarkable about the circumstances of the conception of Jesus and what do Gabriel’s words 

indicate about His identity and the purpose for His birth (verses 29-35)? 
 
 
6. What do Mary and Zacharias’ words of praise to God add to our understanding of what Jesus’ birth will 

accomplish (verses 46-55 and 67-75)? 
 
 
7. In what ways is Mary a wonderful example for us? 
 
 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 Does it seem strange to you that it is so important for Luke that Jesus continues the story of the Old 
Testament?  Why do you think this matters so much? 
 

 The Gospels are careful to present the events of Jesus’ life as historical truth.  Do you think it matters 
whether the things we read about Jesus really happened or not? 

 
 Which of the people in these accounts do you identify most with: Zechariah struggling to believe despite 

his privilege and knowledge or Mary quietly accepting God’s words? 
 

 Would you agree that Christianity, in balance (despite the flaws of Christians), has broadly had a positive 
impact on human cultures and societies, often benefiting the oppressed as Mary predicted? 
 

 Who do you think Jesus was and why do you think He is so significant?  Has studying Luke 1 changed or 
strengthened your view at all? 
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Are the Gospels reliable and are they the only evidence for Jesus? 
As explained in the notes for this Part, the four Gospels have different emphases, so their authors record 
different events and words of Jesus (see Study Aids for this module – ‘Harmony of the Gospels’ – for a table 
showing how they fit together).  John’s Gospel is particularly different because it was written later in response 
to new issues.  The important point about the four Gospels is that they are all recognised as having been 
written by eye witnesses (in the case of Matthew and John) or on the basis of accounts from eye witnesses 
(Mark and Luke).  They contain many details that show proximity to the events and knowledge of the context 
and there are many indicators that they were written within the lifetime of people who lives alongside Jesus.  
You can read more about the reliability of the Bible, including the Gospels, in the Overview to this series. 
 

Some claim that the Church selected the four Gospels in the New Testament to suit itself, rejecting others that 
did not fit its teachings.  This is simply historically inaccurate.  The other so-called ‘Gospels’ are not the same 
kind of writings as the four in the Bible – they tend to be collections of teachings of Jesus without a narrative 
backbone and without the emphasis on the cross that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John exhibit – and they were 
written much later by people who did not know Jesus.  It is these false ‘Gospels’ that reflect ideas taken from 
other religions and philosophies rather than the original teachings of Jesus and His apostles.   
 

Can we really take accounts about angels seriously? 
Angels are often depicted in popular culture as cute, child-like beings with wings and haloes.  The Bible 
describes angels being dressed in white, but they are not said to have wings (although other heavenly beings 
with wings are described).  The word ‘angel’ literally means ‘messenger’ and they are spirits who serve God 
and His people (Hebrews 1:14).  Sometimes they are described as powerful heavenly warriors who guard 
God’s people (Psalm 91:11) and they were also involved in the giving of the Law to Moses (Acts 7:53; Galatians 
3:19; Hebrews 2:2).  They are at work all the time, usually unseen, but on a few occasions in the Bible, like 
Luke 1, they become visible and audible to people.   The Bible says there are many thousands of angels, but 
only names two: Michael the archangel has a special role fighting for God’s people against Satan (Daniel 
10:13,21; 11:1; 12:1; Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7) and Gabriel is associated with the coming of Messiah, 
foretelling it to Daniel (Daniel 8:15-18; 9:21) announcing it to Zechariah and Mary (Luke 1:19,26,28).   
 

Some people become obsessed with angels, trying to discover their names and even beginning to pray to 
them.  This is expressly forbidden in the Bible (Colossians 2:18).  On some occasions when people saw angels 
they were tempted to worship them, but they refuse to accept this (Revelation 22:9).  Like all good servants. 
Angels point to God and not to themselves.  Any spirit that does not do this is not an angel of God, but a fallen 
angel or demon.  Amazingly, powerful as angels are, they are inferior to human beings in God’s ultimate plan.  
We may be lower than angels now, but through Jesus God is lifting human beings to a position higher than the 
angels (Hebrews 2:5-18).  God did not rescue the angels that fell with Satan but saves fallen human beings.  
Angels longed to understand God’s plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:12) and watch God’s people to learn about His 
purposes (1 Corinthians 4:9; 11:10).  Christians will even judge angels in the future (1 Corinthians 6:3). 
 

The two genealogies of Jesus are different.  Is that not a contradiction? 
Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38 present two differing lists of Jesus’ ancestors.  A comparison of the lists 
shows they are identical between Abraham and David, but from David David Matthew has only 28 generations, 
while Luke has 42.  Matthew’s list is selective and ordered to name only 14 generations in each of three 
historical periods.  He also includes names of four women.  This does not, however, explain the differences 
between the genealogies, since they pass through different sons of David (Solomon in Matthew and Nathan in 
Luke) and have different names of the father of Joseph, Mary’s husband (Jacob in Matthew and Heli in Luke).  
The resolution to the difference is almost certainly that, whereas Matthew’s genealogy is for Joseph, Luke 
provides the family line of Mary – the reference to Joseph in her place in verse 23 is due to the convention of 
the time of only including men in family trees and of identifying women legally with their husbands.  David 
was both David’s heir by adoption through Joseph and his blood descendant through Mary. 


