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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. How would you describe your journey towards faith in Jesus so far?  What ups and downs have you 
experienced in it?  What are the highlights and low points? 

 
 
Read Matthew 16:13-17:8 
 
2. Who do people today say that Jesus (the ‘Son of Man’, 16:13) was? 
 
 
3. What things had Peter seen and heard that convinced him that Jesus was the “Christ, the Son of the living 

God” (16:16) and not just another prophet?  What do these titles mean? 
 
 
4. What do Peter’s words in this passage and Jesus’ responses tell us about his personality, the spiritual 

influences upon him and his understanding of who Jesus was?  What plans does Jesus have for him? 
 
 
5.  What does this passage tell us about who Jesus is and how he understood his mission? 
 
 
6. Why was it important that Peter and the other disciples did not begin to tell people that Jesus was the 

Messiah (Christ) at this point?  What did they need to understand and witness before they could do so? 
 
 
7. What do Jesus’ words about the cost of following him (16:24-27) mean for us today?  What would it look 

like for people today to deny themselves, take up their crosses and follow Jesus? 
 
 

 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 Imagine yourself in Peter’s position in some of the events covered in this study.  Do you think you would 
have reacted differently or in the same way that he did? 

 
 Does Simon Peter’s journey of faith encourage you at all?  Why is it significant that the Gospels include his 

failures as well as the positive things he said about Jesus? 
 
 Christians today are linked to Jesus through the message Simon Peter and others preached about Him.  

Why is it important to make sure we are following their authentic teaching? 
 
 Simon’s new name, Peter, indicated the person Jesus was making him into.  What do you think Jesus might 

name you?  In what ways does He want to change your character and life? 
 
 What would it mean for you personally to deny yourself, die to yourself and follow Jesus? 
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Was Peter the first Pope? 
Peter was clearly significant among the Twelve as indicated by several factors: 

 He is always named first in lists of their names in the Gospels; 

 With the sons of Zebedee, James and John, he was part of an ‘inner circle’ invited by Jesus into key 
moments in the ministry of Jesus such as the raising of Jairus’s daughter (Mark 5:37), the Transfiguration 
(Mark 9:2) and the His prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane before He was arrested (Mark 14:32-35); 

 He is often the spokesman for the group (e.g., Matthew 12:16; 19:27; Luke 12:41; John 6:68), but also the 
one most often rebuked by Jesus (e.g., Matthew 14:31; 16:22-23; 26:33-35; John 13:6-8; 18:10-11); 

 He often takes a lead in challenging situations, for example walking to Jesus on the water and trying to 
defend Jesus with his sword when He was arrested; 

 We have more insights into His relationship with Jesus and his family life than we have for any of the 
other members of the Twelve; 

 The early chapters of Acts place a special emphasis on Peter and it is he who preaches on the Day of 
Pentecost and (see Part 18); 

 Jesus renamed him Peter, ‘the rock’, and said he would build his Church on this foundation and would 
give Peter the keys of the kingdom (Matthew 16:13-20). 

It is this last point that raises a question that has been debated among Christians.  Was Peter as an individual 
being given authority over the whole Church?  There are several reasons to answer ‘no’: 

 In Matthew 16 Peter is speaking on behalf of the Twelve as the first among them to appreciate who Jesus 
is, but later references to the foundation of the Church refer to the apostles collectively (Ephesians 2:20; 
Revelation 21:14) and in John 20:23 the risen Jesus gives the kind of authority associated with the keys of 
the kingdom to them as a group.  Similarly, Acts 2:42 says the Church was devoted to the apostles’ 
teaching without singling Peter out. 

 In the Council of Jerusalem, which responded to the question of inclusion of the Gentiles without 
adherence to the Law of Moses, Peter is present, but it is James (believed to be the half brother of the 
Lord and not one of the Twelve) who chairs the proceedings and announces the decision (Acts 15:13-21).  
The apostles had authority to determine the teaching of the Church, but they did not rule over it. 

 The apostle Paul confronted and corrected Peter when he wavered on the principle of inclusion of the 
Gentiles (Galatians 2:11-21).  Peter was not infallible (without error), nor was he senior to Paul (a fellow 
apostle) in some hierarchical sense. 

Related to the question of Peter’s primacy among the Twelve is the suggestion by the Roman Catholic Church 
that he was the first pope.  This depends on traditions (not recorded in the New Testament) that he went to 
Rome and became leader (or bishop) of the church there.  It also depends on the idea that the apostles passed 
on their authority as teachers in the Church to the bishops.  This idea if foreign to the New Testament, which 
instead emphasises the authority of the apostles’ teachings and writings for the Church after their time, which 
must stay true to them (e.g., 2 Timothy 2:2; 2 Peter 3:2; Jude 1:3).  In other words, Scripture, not individual 
leaders, has authority over the Church.  The hierarchical Roman Catholic system in which the bishop of Rome 
has primacy over the whole Church was a much later development mirroring the politics of the Empire. 
 

Why was it Elijah and Moses who appeared with Jesus in the Transfiguration? 
Moses and Elijah represent the two great sections of the Old Testament: the Law and the Prophets.  They 
were also the two great workers of miracles (along with Aaron and Elisha) before Christ and marked new 
developments in God’s plan for His people.  Importantly, there were prophecies about Elijah returning before 
the Messiah (Malachi 4:5-6) and Moses’ words about a future prophet like him (Deuteronomy 18:15-19) were 
believed by many to refer to the Messiah.  The appearance of these two men with Jesus in His glory, but 
inferior to Him demonstrates His fulfilment of the Old Testament and superiority over all previous revelations. 


