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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. What are the dominant worldviews (beliefs and values about the nature of ultimate reality and human life) 
among people you know and in the society you live in? 
 
 
 

2. What sets Christianity apart from other religious beliefs? 
 

 
Read Genesis 1 
 
3. How would you summarise what this passage says about God and what questions does it raise? 

 
 
 

4. What does this chapter say about the nature of human beings and what questions does this raise? 
 
 
 

5. What might the implications be for society of treating other people as created in the image of God? 
 
 
 
Read Genesis 2 
 
6. Why is it significant that God gave the first human beings a command to obey?  What does this mean 

about the relationship between human beings and God? 
 

 
 

 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 How would you describe your own ‘worldview’ (your basic beliefs about life and ultimate reality)?  Do you 
live consistently with these core beliefs? 

 
 Where did you get your worldview from (e.g., family / culture / education / popular media / personal ideas)?  

Do you think these are trustworthy sources? 
 

 Are there any points in your worldview that seem inconsistent with your experience of life in the world?  
How does your worldview explain the goodness and evil that we see in human beings? 

 
 Does the Christian worldview, based on God as creator and human beings as his special creatures, make 

sense to you?  What questions does it raise and how might you seek answers to these? 
 
 When did you first hear about Jesus Christ and what is your impression of Him?  How does He fit within 

your worldview? 
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If there is only one God, why does God use the plural to refer to Himself in Genesis 1? 
The Hebrew word translated ‘God’ in Genesis 1:1 is Elohim.  According to Hebrew grammar, this looks like a 
plural word (the -im at the end usually indicates a plural), but the verb ‘created’ is in a singular masculine form, 
indicating that Elohim is singular.  This is consistent with the rest of the teaching of the Old Testament that 
there is only one true God.  The use of a plural noun indicates not that there is more than one God, but that 
this one God has all the powers that polytheistic religions attributed to distinct gods (e.g., of land or sky).  In 
fact, the confession that God is only one is absolutely central within the faith of the Old Testament.  It is clearly 
stated in Deuteronomy 6:4: “Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.”  Christians, like Jews (and 
Muslims) believe that there is only one creator God. 
 

Yet when God decides to create human beings, He speaks to Himself saying: “Let us make human beings in our 
image, to be like us” (Genesis 1:26).  What do the plurals here mean?  Various suggestions have been made.  
Some say God is speaking to the angels, but how can human beings be made in the image of God and the 
angels?  More plausibly, others suggest that God is using a ‘royal we’, referring to Himself in the first-person 
plural as a marker of His majesty.  Many Christians, however, suggest that there is more here than just an 
indicator of God’s majesty.  Perhaps there is a hint that God is more than a simple unity, but that within the 
unity of God are more than one person.  Christians wonder this because when we read the teachings of Jesus 
we realise that He claimed to be God and also spoke about His Father who sent Him and the Holy Spirit who 
would come after Him as God.  Christian theologians have used a non-biblical word to describe this: trinity.   
 

We could not possibly see the truth that God is three-in-one just by reading Genesis 1 (or even by reading the 
whole Bible), but the plurals of Genesis 1:26 make sense once we understand this truth through Jesus.  It also 
helps us to understand how the Spirit of God is referred to distinctly in verse 2. 
 
Why the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? 
The two special trees in God’s garden are given names.  One is quite simple – the ‘tree of life’ gives life to 
people who eat from it – but the name of the other is a little puzzling.  We should notice first that it is not a 
tree of mixed good and evil – it is part of the completely good universe God created – but a tree that brings 
knowledge of these realities.  This might mean two things: 

a) It could indicate that the man and woman as originally created were unable to tell the difference between 
good and evil – like little children.  This interpretation seems incompatible with the fact that God gave 
them a law, making them morally responsible.  In any case, in the Bible ‘knowledge’ seldom refers just to 
grasping truth with the intellect – it normally refers to experience as well. 

b) It might refer not to ability to understand the difference between good and evil, but the fact that they had 
not experienced both good and evil.  This appears to be the correct meaning since after they ate the fruit, 
God says they had become like Him, knowing good and evil.  This cannot mean the experience of doing 
both good and evil things since God does not do evil, but the experience of the effects of good and evil.  
God had already experienced the effects of the evil done by Satan when he rebelled against God and now 
human beings would experience it too because they have taken themselves out from God’s protection.  By 
doing wrong they would know evil in their own experience and suffer as a result. 
 

Are men and women equal? 
The fact that the man was created before the woman might appear to indicate that men are superior to 
women, but the account does not support that claim.  The phrase “I will make a helper who is just right for 
him” (2:18) could be translated as “a power who is his equal”.  The point is that, unlike every animal, which is 
incapable of equalling the man as a divine image bearer and ruler over creation, the woman is equal to him in 
the task.  Genesis 1:27 supports this point, emphasising that both men and women are created in God’s image.  
Men and women are fundamentally equal in status before God, but we are not identical.  God made the two 
sexes with different biology and they need to work together in complementarity to accomplish God’s purposes. 


