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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. What do you know about Abraham?  Do you think he is a significant figure in history? 
 
 

Read Genesis 15 
 
2. The call not to be afraid because God is in control (v2) is very common in Scripture.  How does this belief 

differ from the way many people live? 
 
 

3. What does Abraham need to believe and what does it mean that God counted him righteous because of his 
faith (v6)? 

 
 

4. The significance of the sacrifices Abraham made is that the person who walked between the halves of the 
animals was saying that if they broke their promise (violating the covenant that was bring ‘made’ or ‘cut’ as 
the verb in verse 18 literally means) they should be cut in half.  In this case it was God who walked between 
the two halves.  What does this say about God’s commitment to Abraham? 

 
 

5. Why does God delay the giving of the land to Abraham’s descendants according to verse 16? 
 
 
Read Genesis 35:1-15 

 
6. What did Jacob do in response to God’s call to worship Him and what were the consequences? 

 
 

7. Why was it important to Jacob to mark these events with a pillar and a new name for the location? 
 

 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 Do you believe that God is control and desires to reward you greatly?  What would it look like for you to 
live more fully in line with this truth? 
 

 Have you experienced any situations in life like Abraham’s, when God’s blessings seemed meaningless 
because of loss, pain or frustration?  Does Abraham’s example encourage you at all? 

 
 What things might you need to give up to follow God’s will?  Are you sure these are sacrifices He would 

really expect and would it be worth it? 
 

 Why do you think God so often subverted expectations by working through the younger son or by giving 
children to barren women?  What does this say about who God is? 

 
 Abraham was counted righteous by God because he believed, not because of his actions.  Are you prepared 

to trust God as he did? 
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Did God show favouritism to Abraham and his descendants? 
The Bible clearly teaches that God does not have favourites (Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11).  He loves all people.  
The nation of Israel certainly has a special place in God’s plan and God’s love for this people was different than 
His love for others, in that He made a binding covenant with them, but this was not because He only cared 
about them.  God chose the nation of Israel for three purposes: 
1. To show other nations His power and goodness.  Exodus 19:5 says Israel will be God’s special treasure if 

they obey Him, but that all the world belongs to Him.  In the next verse, God describes Israel as a “kingdom 
of priests”, meaning they should collectively bring the other nations to know Him just as the priests within 
Israel did for the rest of the people.  Other nations should look on at them and come to worship their God 
as a result.  Other passages speaking about this role for the nation of Israel include Deuteronomy 4:6-8 and 
1 Kings 8:41-43.  This does happen at various points in their history with examples of people from outside 
Abraham’s family becoming part of Israel or coming to know Israel’s God. 

2. To receive God’s words.  God had to entrust His words to people so that they would be written down and 
passed on through the generations.  In the New Testament (Romans 9:4) we read that: “They are the 
people of Israel, chosen to be God's special children. God revealed his glory to them. He made covenants 
with them and gave his law to them. They have the privilege of worshipping him and receiving his 
wonderful promises.”  Without Israel we would not have the Bible today. 

3. To one day produce a Saviour for all nations.  The ultimate way in which all nations would be blessed 
through Abraham’s descendants would be through the promised rescuer.  In Romans 9:5, we read that: 
“from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ” (NIV).  God’s plan was to bring His Son into the world to 
be the Messiah and so He prepared the context in which Jesus would be born so that His actions and words 
would make sense within it.   

God’s special relationship with one nation, Israel, did not mean that He did not love the other peoples of earth.  
The Bible focuses on one nation because it was through them that God was working out His plan to save people 
from all nations.  As well as people who weren’t descended from Abraham who became part of Israel, the Old 
Testament describes some people who knew God and were not part of Israel (e.g., Melchizedek the priest who 
met Abraham and Moses’ father-in-law Jethro), perhaps having received details about Him passed down from 
Noah’s sons.  On the other hand, not all of Abraham’s descendants would be right with God and have their sins 
forgiven.  Only those who walked, as he did, in the way of faith in God rather than the way of disobedience.  
Israel was not chosen for eternal salvation, but to receive God’s words and bring God’s salvation to all nations. 
 

Does Abraham’s offering of Isaac condone human sacrifice? 
Many cultures in the ancient world practised human sacrifice, presumably believing that human life was of 
great value to their gods.  The story of Abraham being asked to offer Isaac to God could appear to support this 
practice.  In reality, the Old Testament is opposed to human sacrifice, forbidding it in the Law (Deuteronomy 
12:31; 18:9-12) and describing it as detestable to God (2 Kings 16:3; Psalm 106:38; Jeremiah 19:4-5).  
Remember that human life is sacred according to Genesis.  God did not really want Abraham to offer Isaac – He 
was testing his faith – so, in fact, the account in Genesis 22 is against human sacrifice, not in its favour. 
 

What does it mean to say God credited righteousness to Abraham because of his faith? 
God did not accept Abraham because of good things he did (Abraham was sinful like all human beings), but 
because he had faith in God.  Abraham became the great example of saving faith in God according to Romans 
4).  God’s salvation – His forgiveness for our sins and acceptance of us – is a free gift that we cannot earn, but it 
must be received through faith like Abraham’s.  When a person trusts God, they can receive the gift of right 
standing with God as Abraham did.  Something they didn’t have (righteousness) is credited to them, like a 
lodgement being made by someone else into your bank account to pay off your overdraft and giving you riches 
instead.  All of this is only possible on the basis of sacrifice and, ultimately, animal sacrifices cannot really pay 
for our sins.  We need a perfect, sinless person to take our place and that person is Jesus.  His death was the 
sacrifice for Abraham’s sins and for everyone else who has ever trusted in God for salvation. 
 


