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The Kingdom divided and defeated (1 Kings 12-22; 2 Kings) 
After Solomon’s death (930 BC) the kingdom was divided into two and the majority of the people rejected 
David’s descendants as kings, just as God had said to Solomon.  The two kingdoms were: 
 

Israel (or Ephraim) to the north  
Ten of the tribes, the most powerful of which was Ephraim (fulfilling Jacob’s prophecy in Genesis that this tribe, 
from Joseph’s younger son, would be strong), chose a man called Jeroboam as their king.  He established a new 
capital in Shechem and, afraid that people who went to Jerusalem to worship God might be tempted to return 
their loyalty to David’s dynasty, set up two golden calves for his subjects to worship (1 Kings 12:25-30).  This 
rejection of God for personal political gain set the tone for the future of the northern kingdom.  Over the next 
208 years, it was ruled by 29 kings from nine different families (none from the family of David), none of whom 
worshipped Yahweh alone.  Israel’s capital city later moved to Tirzah and later still to a new city built by King 
Omri, called Samaria.   In 722 BC, the northern kingdom was defeated by the Assyrians – a ruthless empire 
based in Mesopotamia – and many of its people were taken away to other lands, never to return although 
some who were faithful to God fled into the southern kingdom, so the ten tribes were not lost altogether. 
 

Judah to the south 
The tribe of Judah, soon joined by Benjamin, remained faithful to Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, who continued to 
reign from Jerusalem.  Over 344 years the kingdom of Judah was ruled by 19 kings and one queen, all from 
from David’s dynasty.  It was smaller and usually weaker than its northern neighbour, but some of its kings 
were faithful to Yahweh and it had the Temple system of worship.  Over time, however, the people of Judah 
also began to worship of idols and failed to enact the just laws God had given through Moses.  Despite the 
efforts of some good Kings like Josiah (2 Kings 22-23) to restore the nation to God, the general trend was away 
from Him.  Assyria was replaced by the Chaldeans, who ruled from Babylon, as the dominant power.  Some 
nobles from Judah were exiled to Babylon in 605 BC and 3000 people, including king Jehoiachin, were taken in 
598 BC.  Finally, in 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean, conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple, 
bringing the southern kingdom of Judah to an end (2 Kings 25:1-26). 
 

The prophets 
Who were the prophets? 
The prophets were people who spoke words from God to God’s people, challenging them to trust in Him and to 
be faithful to their covenant relationship to Him.  The first prophets in the Old Testament were advisors to the 
kings, calling them back to God when they sinned (e.g., Nathan with King David in 2 Samuel 12), but as the 
kings departed from God the prophets increasingly spoke to the common people.  The key figures in this 
turning point were Elijah and his successor Elisha, who served God and confronted the evil king and queen 
Ahab and Jezebel in the northern kingdom around 875-797 BC (1 Kings 17- 2 Kings 13).  Their ministry was 
accompanied by great miraculous signs, but the people would not return to God despite all of this.  Elijah came 
to represent all of the prophets.  Later prophets were commanded to record their messages in books, creating 
16 books of the Old Testament named after prophets (Isaiah to Malachi). 
 

The Old Testament prophets came from different backgrounds – some were ordinary people (e.g., shepherds 
and farmers) others held significant positions (e.g., officials or priests) – but all were called specially by God to 
speak for Him.  They did not speak their own words, but words that God gave them without overriding their 
personalities (see 2 Peter 1:21).  The prophets often used imagery, for example describing Israel as an 
unfaithful wife breaking her marriage promises to God her husband.  God had rescued Israel, and loved her 
faithfully, but, like an adulterer, she kept on leaving Him for other gods.  The prophets did not fully understand 
the significance of the things they said.  Some of their words were simply for the people of their time, but in 
other cases they knew that God was revealing something special for the future (1 Peter 1:10-12), especially 
when they wrote about the future rescuer from David’s line.  Many prophets were rejected by the people and 
even killed because people wanted to live their own way rather than God’s way (Luke 11:47-51).   

 What happened to the kingdom of Israel after Solomon? 
 Who were the prophets and what was their message? 
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What did the prophets say? 
The prophets spoke God’s words to the people, but within their writings are two types of revelation from God: 
 

a) Present warnings and encouragements 
Before the fall of Israel and Judah, the prophets (e.g., Joel, Amos, Hosea, Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
Habakkuk) warned God’s people to repent of their sins of idolatry and failure to obey the just standards of 
God’s Law or they would face God’s judgement in exile.  Some also prophesied about God’s future 
judgement on the enemies of God’s people (Obadiah against Edom, Nahum against Assyria and Zephaniah 
against all nations).  One prophet (Jonah) was given a message to call the Assyrians to repentance.  His 
story gives an insight into the reluctance of many Israelites, including Jonah, to accept that God might love 
and forgive other nations.  As the exile became inevitable (there no longer remained an opportunity to 
repent), prophets like Jeremiah were given words to prepare those who would listen for what was coming 
and what faithfulness would look like.  After the return from exile, the prophets Haggai, Zechariah and 
Malachi encouraged the people to rebuild the Temple. 
 

b) Future predictions  
Scattered among their messages for the present, many of the prophets also spoke promises from God for 
the future.  A few of these are fulfilled within Old Testament history, but many looked forward to a coming 
rescuer who came to be known as the Messiah (meaning the anointed or chosen one – in Greek this is 
‘Christ’) or to the establishment of God’s rule across the whole world.  Many of these prophecies envisage 
the inclusion of people from other nations along with the Israelites in the blessings of God (continuing 
God’s promise to Abraham that all nations would be blessed through him). 

 
Prophecies about the Messiah 
Prophecies about the Messiah, or promised rescuer, are found in many prophetic books and also in some of the 
psalms David wrote.  They include two major, contrasting images, which are exemplified below: 
 

A]  The Conquering King – many prophecies speak of a great King descended from David who will defeat 
God’s enemies, rescuing His people from them, and rule justly forever on David’s throne. 

  

David’s prophecy – Psalm 110 
God speaks to David’s Lord (David’s King), honouring him at God’s right hand (verse 1).  This King will rule 
from Jerusalem (v2-3), will be a priest (v4) and will be agent through whom God judges the nations (v5-7). 
 

Isaiah’s prophecy – Isaiah 11:1-10 
A new branch will arise from David’s family (v1-2), a king who will obey God, ruling in absolute justice (v3-5).  
In His kingdom the curse that resulted from sin will be undone – there will be harmony for human beings 
with creation, with one another, and with God as this king draws all nations to Himself (v6-10). 

 

B] The Suffering Servant – many other prophecies speak of a servant of God who will be rejected by the 
people, suffering and dying as a sacrifice for sins. 

 

David’s prophecy – Psalm 22:1-18 
Despite His faithfulness to God, this man will be forsaken by God (v1-5) and mocked by others (v6-10).  He 
will experience extreme thirst at a time when He is surrounded by His enemies (v11-16) and his hands and 
feet will be pierced as His enemies cast lots for His clothes (v17-18) 
 

Isaiah’s prophecy – Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
The Servant will be highly exalted (52:13), but first He will be disfigured (52:14) and rejected by God’s 
people (53:1-3).  He, although sinless Himself, will suffer for the sins of others and will be silent when He is 
tried (53:4-9).  His death will make many people right with God (53:10-12) and after He has died He will see 
the results of His suffering and be honoured for it (53:11, 12). 

 
The obvious question when comparing these two images is whether they speak of one person or of two 
different people.  How could one person be both a powerful, conquering king and a powerless, suffering 
servant?  Who could fulfil such prophecies in any case?  Who could embody such power and justice and who 
could be sinless and become a sacrifice for the sins for others?  Who would God’s promised rescuer be? 
 
 
 

SUMMARY: God spoke to His people through prophets, calling them to be faithful to Him 
 The prophets were ordinary people given words from God, but they were often ignored and rejected. 
 The prophets’ writings foretell that God’s rescuer will be a conquering king and a suffering servant. 


