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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
1. What is your impression of the claims Jesus made about Himself and the ways people responded to Him? 
 
 
Read John 8:12-59 

 
2. Several times in this passage Jesus uses the phrase ‘I AM’ in relation to Himself.  What is the significance of 

this in light of the Old Testament (look at Exodus 3:13-15 if you need a reminder)? 
 
 

3. What is the meaning of the claim Jesus makes about Himself in verse 12? 
 
 
4. Why do the Pharisees reject Jesus’ claim and how does His response intensify the impact of His claims even 

further (verses 13-20)? 
 
 

5. Why did Jesus say it was so important that people recognised who He was and believed in Him (verses 21-
30)?  What is at stake? 

 
 

6. Why were Jesus’ words so shocking to the Jews that they wanted to kill Him (verses 31-59)? 
 
 

7. What does this passage say about the nature of sin and Jesus’ mission in relation to it (see verses 21-23, 34-
36 and 46)? 
 

 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 Do you find it hard to believe that Jesus’ miracles really happened?  What is similar or different between 

them and fairy tales that tell about miracles?  How should you respond to someone with such power? 
 

 Having heard what Jesus claimed, do you think you have had to small an opinion of who He is?  Is it valid 
to think highly of Him (as most people do) without accepting that He was God living as a human being? 

 
 Do you think Jesus’ claims about Himself are credible?  What supporting evidence is there in His life and 

the wider story of the Bible?  Does anyone else compare with this? 
 

 Which of the groups of people who responded in different ways to Jesus do you identify with most?  Has 
your response to Him changed since you began studying this course? 

 
 Jesus had great power, yet He did not use it selfishly, instead serving others and going to the cross.  Why 

did He take this path and what does it say about God? 
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Why did Jesus not simply say plainly that He was God? 
To appreciate Jesus’ claim to be God we must understand the Old Testament background.  The Law of Moses 
very clearly teaches that there is only one God and to identify or worship someone or something as God other 
than the creator is a serious sin that was to be punished by death within the nation of Israel.  To believe that 
God had become human involved a major mental shift for first century Jews.  It is hinted at in a few Old 
Testament passages – such as Job’s confidence that his redeemer would stand on the earth (Job 19:25) or in 
Psalm 110:1, where David describes the Messiah as his Lord – but no one reading the Old Testament without 
knowing about Jesus would have expected the incarnation.  There is no doubt that Jesus claimed to be God 
and the response of the Jewish leaders who wanted to stone him shows that they got His point, but His claims 
were less direct than we might expect for a number of reasons.   
 

Firstly, Jesus’ normal pattern when teaching the crowds was not to speak directly but using parables.  The 
truths of His identity would only be revealed to those who were seeking God.  Secondly, Jesus allowed His 
disciples to discover His identity gradually.  In the early stages of His ministry He did not allow them to speak 
openly about the things they saw, until Peter’s confession of His identity as the Messiah and God’s Son.  Even 
after that realisation, it took time for the apostles to realise the full significance of Jesus’ actions and claims.  
Jesus was a patient teacher and He did not reveal so much to them that they might be driven away.  Thirdly, it 
was only after His death and resurrection that the claims of Jesus could make sense and that they could be 
taken seriously.  God’s raising of Jesus from the dead was the great vindication of all His claims about Himself.  
The clearest declaration of Jesus’ divine identity in the Gospels comes after the resurrection from the lips of 
Thomas (Part 16).  Jesus accepts and commends his statement, but it is important that people come to see its 
truth for themselves. 
 
Is Lewis’s trilemma not flawed?  Might Jesus not have been sincerely mistaken? 
The options presented by C.S. Lewis do not include a fourth possibility, that Jesus was sincerely mistaken in His 
belief that He was God.  That option cannot be taken seriously, however, as the miracles of Jesus and 
especially His resurrection indicate that God approved of Him.  To believe Jesus was mistaken is to reject His 
claim to have been sinless and to have spoken only what His Father gave Him to say, and if we reject that then 
we are left with no Jesus at all.  The Gospels confront us with a man who sincerely believed He was the God of 
Israel and His life displays all the attributes we might expect to see if that claim were true.   


