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Key concepts 
Worldviews – What we believe about the nature of ultimate reality (our ‘worldview’) has implications for 
the way we should live.  Everyone has basic beliefs about what is real and what matters, whether we think 
them through or live consistently with them.  The following table summarises some worldviews people hold: 
 

View of ultimate reality Implications for human life 
Naturalistic Atheism – there is no God and no spirit 
beings; the physical universe is all that exists. 

We are merely physical, results of evolution; we live 
and die and there is no ultimate meaning. 

Agnosticism – we cannot know for certain if there 
is a God. 

We should just get on with this life in this world; we 
may (or should) consider whether God might exist. 

Pan(en)theism – an impersonal spiritual power 
pervades everything that exists (‘god’ is everything 
or everything has god within it). 

We are spiritual as well as physical; we need to 
discover and develop the divine essence within us or 
get in tune with the universe 

Polytheism – there are many gods with power in 
specific places or over distinct aspects of nature. 

We are spiritual and coexist with gods or spirits.  We 
should do what is necessary to keep them at peace. 

Deism – God, who is personal and separate from 
the universe, created the universe, but is no longer 
actively involved in it (there are no miracles). 

We are spiritual and should worship God, but not in 
a personal relationship, as we cannot expect to hear 
God guiding us or be certain what God thinks. 

Monotheism – one personal God, who created the 
universe, has intervened in history in special ways 
and can be known personally. 

We are spiritual and physical, and we can experience 
God personally.  God’s truth should direct how we 
live our lives (physical and spiritual). 

 

Christianity – a monotheistic worldview centred on Jesus Christ, who Christians acknowledge as God living in 
human form, Saviour for all people and Lord over everything. Worldwide, more people identify with 
Christianity than any other religion.  Christianity teaches that God is personal and can be known because He 
has made Himself known, especially through the Bible and the person of Jesus.  God, having no body, is neither 
male nor female, but Christians normally use male pronouns to describe Him because the Bible describes Him 
as Father.  The belief that one God created all peoples and that He has spoken leads Christians to believe that 
there is one truth about the universe and how we should live that everyone should know.  
 

Christian – someone who acknowledges Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  Many people identify as ‘Christian’ in 
name because their nation or family has a Christian past, but the original meaning of the word ‘Christian’ is a 
label for people whose commitment to Jesus transformed their lives and became their main identity. 
 

Bible – the foundational text of the Christian faith containing 66 books written by over 40 different writers 
over 1500 years in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek) and in various locations.  These 
books are very different in style and content but fit together to tell one story.  Christians believe the claims 
found in the Bible that its words come from God and, understood properly, should be believed and obeyed. 
 

Jesus Christ – Jesus is a personal name meaning ‘God saves’; Christ (from Greek) is a title meaning ‘God’s 
chosen one’ (or ‘Messiah’, from Hebrew).  Born in modern Palestine (then part of the Roman Empire) around 4 
BC, He died near Jerusalem around 33 AD.  Jesus was a great teacher reported to have performed many 
miracles.  His teachings attracted a popular following but were opposed by some of the ruling elite of the 
Jewish people.  They plotted Jesus’ death and persuaded the Roman governor to execute him by crucifixion 
(being nailed to a wooden cross).  His followers claimed He returned to life within three days of His death and, 
despite great opposition, they spread the message about Jesus across the Roman Empire and beyond. 
 

Church – this word is often used for a building where Christians meet.  In the Bible, however, it always refers 
to people rather than a place.  The Church is the community of all Christians across the world and throughout 
time, united in faith in Jesus by the Holy Spirit.  This reality is lived out in many communities of Christians in 
different places who meet to worship God, to learn from the Bible and to serve others. 

 What is the purpose of the universe and of human beings? 
 Is there a God, and if so, can we know what God is like? 
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Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 – God and humankind 
The Bible tells the story of God and humankind.  The Bible opens with the words, “In the beginning God …”. 
There is no attempt to prove that God exists, just a statement that He does exist.  Following those words, the 
first two chapters of Genesis (the first book of the Bible) tell us what God is like and how He intended the 
universe to operate.  The account gives a special place to human beings, claiming that “God created man in His 
own image” (Genesis 1:27).  Unlike every other living creature, God made human beings to know, worship and 
serve Him.  There are similarities between God and man, but also important differences: 
 

GOD HUMAN BEINGS 
Eternal, invisible, separate from the universe 

“In the beginning God…” (1:1) 
Physical, limited to time, part of the universe 

“God formed the man from the dust of the ground” (2:7) 
The creator 
“… created the heavens and the earth …” (1:1) 

Consumers – use and develop what God has made 
“… they will be yours for food’” (1:29) 

Personal – feeling and rational 
“God said … God saw … it was good” (1:28,31) 

Personal – feeling and rational 
“The man gave names to all the livestock” (2:20) 

Exists in relationships in community 
“God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in 

our likeness’” (1:26) 

Made for relationships and community 
“It is not good for the man to be alone” (2:18) 

Self-sufficient life-giver 
“God … breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life” (2:7) 

Dependent living beings 
“… and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7) 

Ruler over all through His word 
“God said … and there was” 

Stewards over creation under God 
“… let them rule … over all the earth” (1:26) 

Blesses and gives to man 
“God blessed them” (1:28) 

Created innocent in relation to God 
“The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no 

shame” (2:25) 
 
The universe as God originally created it was a place of perfect order and harmony.  There was no suffering or 
death.  Human beings knew their place within this system and enjoyed perfect harmony in every area of life: 
 

1. Harmony with God – innocent before God in obedience to His commands. 
God gave four commands to the man and woman.  Three were positive: 

 Multiply (1:28) 
 Subdue the earth (1:28) 
 Eat every seed-bearing plant (1:29) 

Only one was negative: not to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil (2:17) 
 

2. Harmony with one another – the husband and wife lived and worked together in trust and innocence. 
 Man and woman were designed to be a team together in doing God’s work (2:23). 
 Marriage was planned by God as the basis for human society (2:24) 

 

3. Harmony with the universe – man ruled over nature, developing and protecting it. 
 Ruling over the fish, birds and land animals (1:28) 
 Appreciating nature for pleasure and food (2:9) 

 
Human beings were created to live with great freedom, but within limits set by God.  God gave the first humans 
many privileges and choices, but He also gave one limit to their freedom, making them morally responsible 
before Him with a choice either to obey or disobey.  There was one tree from which they must not eat.  Human 
beings, according to the Bible, are unique and special.  Only human beings are made in God’s image, meaning 
they are supposed to represent God to the rest of creation as they care for it and develop it under God’s rule.  
Only human beings can choose to reject God’s rule or to live in trust and obedience to Him. 

 
 
 

SUMMARY: God’s rule was established in creation; human beings are free to obey or not 
 God is the supreme, personal, spiritual being who created the Universe and takes pleasure in it. 
 Human beings were created morally responsible before God, loved by Him and capable of knowing Him. 


