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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. Based on your understanding of the Old Testament, what would you say are the main differences between 
the way God asked Israel to worship Him and how Christians worship God? 

 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6 
 
2. According to this passage, what makes the new covenant superior to (greater in glory than) the old (see 

especially 3:11)?   
 
 
3. What does the Law (the letter(s) written on stone) bring and, by contrast, what does the Spirit bring? 

 
 

4. What does Chapter 3 (especially verses 3 and 17-18) tell us about the person and the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the new covenant and how is this different than the old covenant? 

 
 
5. Why can some people not see the truth of the gospel (3:15-16; 4:4)? 
 
 
6. Why is it important for Paul that he does not use ‘disgraceful, underhanded ways’ (4:2) in his ministry of 

the new covenant? 
 
 
7. Paul says that through the gospel God shines light (truth) about Jesus into the hearts of believers.  What 

does the parallel with Genesis 1:3 suggest is happening when someone becomes a Christian? 
 
 

 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 The Old Covenant and the Law of Moses did what they were intended to do – they revealed human sin and 
our need of forgiveness through sacrifice.  Why was it essential that Jesus came to die? 
 

 What sins in your past are you ashamed of?  Pause and embrace God’s promise that, if you are trusting in 
Christ, your sins will never be held to your account.  Give thanks to God for this. 

 
 Do you ever feel distant from God or that He isn’t interested in your prayers?  The new covenant promises 

that you can know God directly.  Take some time to talk honestly with Him. 
 

 What areas of your life do you recognise are not in line with God’s will?  The Holy Spirit wants to write 
God’s law on your heart and mind.  Take time to ask Him to fill you and change you. 

 
 Have you been baptised and do you take communion regularly?  If not, why not?  Is there any reason why 

you shouldn’t be baptised or take communion?  Consider talking to someone about this. 
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Did God abandon His covenant with Abraham? 
In short, no.  God does not break His promises and the promises He made to Abraham were and will be 
fulfilled.  The promise to bless Abraham and through him and his descendants to bring blessing to all peoples 
of the earth has been partially fulfilled in history through the actions of Israel (Abraham’s natural descendants) 
and of the Church (Abraham’s descendants through faith), but it is ultimately through Jesus that it is ultimately 
fulfilled as people from all nations come to believe in Him.   The promise of a great people descended from 
Abraham is also fulfilled in this way.  As regards the promise of the land, there is some variation of opinion 
among Christians.  Some believe this promise has been transferred to the Church, which will reign with Christ 
over the earth, but others think God will bring this promise to fulfilment after Christ’s return by giving the 
promised land in its entirety to the nation of Israel.  In either case, God kept His promises to Abraham fully.  
Even though Israel was unfaithful, resulting in their removal from the land in judgement, God remained 
faithful and kept a remnant of the nation safe throughout the exile.  The new covenant may have replaced the 
old covenant, but it is also a continuation of the plan of salvation that God began to implement with the call of 
Abraham.  Gentiles who believe in Jesus are included in God’s people by inclusion in Israel’s Messiah, Jesus. 
 
Has God finished with Israel? 
This question relates to the previous one.  Some Christians describe the Church as the true or new Israel, 
claiming that God’s promises to Abraham have now been transferred to those who believe in Jesus.  In this 
view, national Israel has no special part in God’s future.  Others believe that some Old Testament prophecies 
(especially in Daniel) refer to a future time when Israel will be restored.  They point to words of Paul in 
Romans 9-11 as further evidence of this.  Whatever view we take, Christians should be very thankful for the 
Jewish people as our salvation came to us through them.  They preserved God’s words in the Old Testament 
and gave us our Saviour.   We should hope for them to come to recognise their Messiah along with us. 
 
Is water baptism necessary for salvation? 
In the New Testament, baptism in water usually followed soon after belief in the gospel.  It was the visible 
demonstration of commitment to Christ and inclusion in the community of believers, the Church.  There was 
no such thing as an unbaptised believer and a call to conversion was also a call to baptism (e.g., Acts 2:38).  
Nowadays, in churches that practise believers’ baptism there is often a gap between a person professing faith 
in Jesus and their baptism and some churches require a course of baptism preparation classes.  Importantly, in 
the New Testament period, baptism marked a person out as a Christian, often meaning rejection or suspicion 
from the wider community.  Involvement in the Church, meanwhile, meant acknowledgement of the authority 
of its leaders and a commitment to be taught and, where necessary, disciplined by them.  Baptism was a very 
early step, but the Church community kept the new believer accountable and helped them in their growth.  
There is no reason today why baptism should not happen early in a person’s faith so long as they are ready to 
commit to Christ and to accept the oversight of leaders in a church.  Baptism is something human beings do 
and it does not bring salvation, nor is it essential for salvation (consider, for example, the thief on the cross 
who was saved without baptism).  If, however, someone refuses to obey the command of Scripture by being 
baptised it should cause some concern about the genuineness of their conversion. 
 
Do the bread and wine in communion become the body and blood of Jesus? 
When He instituted the Lord’s Supper, Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is my body” and “Drink of it, all of you, for 
this is my blood of the covenant” (Matthew 26:26-28).  The Roman Catholic Church teaches that the bread and 
wine are changed into the actual body and blood of Jesus when blessed by a priest.  Protestants reject this 
view and most believe the bread and wine merely represent Jesus’ body and blood figuratively.  We should, 
however, remember when we take communion that we are expressing our utter dependence on Christ to save 
us by taking into ourselves something from outside that becomes part of our body.  The Lord’s Supper is a 
powerful reminder of Jesus, of our need for His sacrifice for our forgiveness and of our new nature in Him.  


