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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. What memories (if any) do you have of childhood nativity plays or what is your general impression about 
the meaning of Christmas based on what you have seen in the media and in the shops? 

 
 

Read Luke 2:1-35 
 

2. What do you know about the historical figures and places mentioned in verses 1-4 and why was it 
important for Luke to locate these events historically and geographically? 

 
 
3. How does the description of these events and the characters involved differ from your preconceptions? 

 
 

4. What do the circumstances of Jesus’ birth and the fact that the first people to be told the news were 
shepherds say about God’s intentions and who Jesus has come for? 

 
 

5. What do the angel’s words to the shepherds say about who Jesus is and why He has come? 
 
 

6. Why was it important for Mary and Joseph to name the baby Jesus and to take Him to the Temple? 
 
 

7. What is the significance of Simeon’s reaction to seeing Jesus and his words to Mary?  What does it say 
about how Jesus will accomplish God’s purposes as Messiah? 

 
 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 Luke and John together present Jesus as the ultimate revelation of God, God’s saviour and Messiah for all, 
and God in human form.  What are the implications for you if these claims are true? 

 
 Which of the people in these accounts do you identify most with: Mary quietly pondering their 

significance; the shepherds joyfully telling everyone; or Simeon and Anna seeing their hopes fulfilled? 
 

 Do you think that John’s account of Jesus as the Logos – the divine order, communication and information 
behind everything that exists – fits with the nature of the universe as we experience it? 

 
 The Christian claim that the all-powerful creator God became human and lived among us is unique.  How 

does this claim impact you and why do you think it has to be so for the Bible’s story to make sense? 
 

 Based on what you already know about Jesus, how do you see grace and truth both displayed in Him and 
what does this suggest to you about who God is? 
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Was Jesus really God?  Is it not enough to call Him the Son of God? 
The belief that Jesus is God and the practices of praying to Him, baptising in His name alongside the name of 
the Father and the Spirit, and worshipping Him are stated in the New Testament letters and have been shared 
by Christians since the beginning of the Church.  John 1 clearly teaches that Jesus was God and other passages 
in John that express this truth are considered in Part 14.  Many other verses in the New Testament make the 
same point: Philippians 2:6-8 says Jesus was “in very nature God” but became human; Colossians 1:15 calls 
Him the “image of the invisible God”; Hebrews 1:3 says He is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of His being”; and 1 John 5:20 calls Him  “the true God and eternal life”.  In addition, there are 
many places in the New Testament where Jesus is placed alongside God as the source of blessing and salvation 
and a recipient of praise and honour.   
 

The claim that Jesus is God as well as being with God (John 1:1) may seem confusing, as may the claim that 
Jesus was God’s Son and also God.  The Bible teaches there is only one true God, but in the New Testament 
three persons are described as God: the Father; the Son (Jesus); and the Holy Spirit.  They have only one 
purpose and always work together.  However, they each relate to us in different ways, and they also have a 
relationship with one another.  So, the Word can be God but also be with God (the Father and the Spirit).  This 
is a difficult idea for us to understand because it is beyond our experience as human beings.  God is greater 
than we are, and it should not surprise us if we cannot fully explain His nature.  However, we must accept the 
Bible’s teaching that the Father, Son (Jesus) and Holy Spirit are equally God.  Christians often describe this 
reality as the “trinity” (meaning “three in unity”), although this word is never used in the Bible.  For a fuller 
discussion of the biblical basis for the deity of Jesus, see the Study Aids for this module. 
 

If Jesus is God’s only Son, how can people who accept Him become God’s children? 
Jesus had a special relationship with God as His Father which was different from the normal way in which 
Jewish people spoke about God.  John chapter 1, describes Jesus as the “One and Only” Son of God (v14).  This 
expresses the unique relationship Jesus had with the Father as the only “begotten” Son of God – the only Son 
who shares God’s divine nature.  The Old Testament occasionally refers to angels as sons of God (Job 1:6, 2:1 
and 38:7) and Adam is described as God’s son in Luke 3:38, while the descendants of Seth are probably meant 
by the reference to sons of God in Genesis 6 verses 2 and 4.  Jesus is, however, described differently – as the 
only begotten son of God.  Some Christians believe that this ‘begetting’ (an old English word that has no 
modern equivalent and usually refers to the conception of a child from its father through sexual intercourse) 
happened when the embryonic Jesus was formed by God in Mary’s body (which must have included the 
creation of at least some new genetic material).  Others believe that Jesus was eternally begotten by God.  
They agree, however, that this is a unique kind of relationship with God and that the incarnation marked the 
coming into the world of the pre-existent, divine person we know as the Son of God (or God the Son). 
 

By becoming human, Jesus was able to restore the original purpose of humankind as people who know God 
and live faithfully with Him.  Jesus lived this perfect human life and when people place their trust in Him they 
come to be ‘in Christ’.  By sharing eternal life with us, Jesus brings us into the inheritance that is His by right.  
He makes us God’s children.  Sometimes this is described in terms of new birth by the Holy Spirit (as in John 
1:13); on other occasions it is described in terms of adoption (Romans 8:15).  Those who are in Christ become 
part of a new human race.  Just as Adam led the human race into sin, so Jesus leads to salvation everyone who 
trusts in Him (see Romans 5:12-21 for the apostle Paul’s comparison of the two). 
 

Jesus’ relationship with God is unique, but He brings us into a relationship that can be modelled on the 
example of perfect humanity that He demonstrated during His life on earth.  Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
to God as Father (Matthew 6:7-18) and to trust Him as a Father (Matthew 7:9-11).  His life of constant 
awareness of, dependence on and service to the Father should be our example. 
 


