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Discuss – questions to help understanding 
 

1. Do you believe that God speaks to people today?  How would you know if a message that seemed to come 
from God was really from Him? 

 
 
Read Isaiah 6 
 
2. What does this passage reveal about who God is and what God is like? 

 
 

3. What does Isaiah’s response to his vision tell you about what happens when people encounter God and 
what does God’s response (through the seraph in verses 6-7) say about our need and God’s provision? 
 
 

4. What does this chapter tell us about the nature of a prophet’s ministry? 
 
 
 

Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 

5. How will people respond to this servant of God? 
 
 

6. What will the servant do for God’s people and what is God’s plan through this? 
 
 

7. What will God do for His servant in response? 
 

 
 
 

Apply – questions to help personal application 
 

 Why do you think that idolatry was so appealing to the people of Israel even though they had God’s Law 
and prophets warned them of its consequences?  Why do we often prefer idols to God? 
 

 Do you think people still tend to reject God’s words when they are inconvenient for them as Israel did?  Do 
you think you might have this tendency? 

 
 Do you think God has the same kind of love for you and relentless commitment to you that He showed to 

Israel when He repeatedly spoke words of challenge and encouragement through prophets? 
 

 Do you believe God has a good plan for the future?  Do you agree with the vision of the Old Testament 
prophets that the world can only be set right when God comes to rule it directly through the Messiah? 

 
 The prophets warned of God’s judgement but also held out a promise of forgiveness for those who turn to 

God.  How does this challenge you personally and what response do you need to make? 
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What does ‘Messiah’ mean? 
‘Messiah’ is a Hebrew word meaning literally ‘the anointed One’.  The Greek equivalent is rendered into English 
as ‘Christ’, a title usually used by Christians for Jesus.  In Israel there were three kinds of people who served 
God who were at least sometimes anointed when they were appointed to their office: kings, priests and, at 
least occasionally, prophets (in 1 Kings 19:6 Elijah is told to anoint Elisha as his successor as a prophet).  It is 
generally agreed that this physical anointing with oil (poured on the head) was a symbol of the person’s 
anointing with the Holy Spirit to empower them to fulfil the task God had given.  In some psalms (2:2; 132:17) 
and in Daniel 9:25-26, the term Messiah is used to speak of someone who would come in the future to make 
God known.  The term is used to refer to all the prophecies about a future Conquering King in David’s line.  The 
reference in Daniel 9, however, refers to the Messiah being killed, associating it with atonement for sin, and 
Isaiah’s prophecies about God’s servant also speak of suffering raising the question whether there would be 
one Messiah or two.   
 

Christians believe Jesus is God’s Messiah – His anointed or chosen one.  There is a strong tradition in Christian 
thinking of describing the anointing of Jesus for all three Old Testament offices.  He is certainly described in the 
New Testament as both a king and a priest – unusually, since the kings in Israel were from Judah while priests 
came from the tribe of Levi – but He also spoke God’s words in the same way the prophets had done and He is 
described in Hebrews 3:1 as God’s authorised messenger (or ‘apostle’) to us.  Many Jews today expect a future 
coming Messiah and Christians believe they have missed the fact that the Messiah has already come in the 
person of Jesus.  Muslims also speak of Jesus as Messiah (their holy book the Qur’an calls Him Isa al Masih in 
Arabic), although they have no explanation of what this means. 
 

Are the Conquering King and the Suffering Servant the same person? 
The terms Conquering King and Suffering Servant are widely used to describe the two strands of prophecies 
found especially in Isaiah (I am not sure who originally coined the terms).  Jewish scholars had different 
opinions about whether these two strands of prophecy would be fulfilled in one person, or whether they were 
speaking about two different people.  By the time of Jesus most Jewish people expected the Messiah to be the 
Conquering King, but not the Suffering Servant, because they could not imagine how someone who was 
obedient to God suffering in the way described for the Suffering Servant in passages like Isaiah 53.  During His 
lifetime on earth, Jesus fulfilled the prophecies about the Suffering Servant (for example, Psalm 22 describes 
His crucifixion and Isaiah 53 explains its spiritual significance).  The Study Aids for this module contain a chart 
showing a sample of how He fulfilled 25 of these prophecies, many of them beyond His control.  The accuracy 
of Old Testament prophecy is an amazing proof of the truth of the Bible.  Jesus also claimed, however, to be 
God’s promised King and spoke of a future time when He would fulfil the prophecies about the Conquering 
King’s victory over God’s enemies and establishment of God’s eternal kingdom on earth.  The title ‘Conquering 
King’ clearly relates to Jesus’ anointing as king, while ‘Suffering Servant’ relates to His ministry as a priest, 
offering Himself as a sacrifice for sins. 
 

Did the prophets understand they were speaking words from God about the future? 
The Old Testament prophets clearly believed that they were not speaking their own words, but the words of 
God.  They emphasise the fact that their words came as ‘oracles’ (revealed messages) from God and often 
prefaced their words with a statement that God was speaking or wrote in His voice.  The New Testament 
afforms that the prophets were writing words that were given by the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:20-21).  To falsely 
claim to speak words from God was a serious offence in Israel and claimed prophecies were to be recognised as 
genuine by their alignment with the Law of Moses and the fact that predictions came true (Deuteronomy 
18:15-22).  What was not clear to the prophets, however, was which of their words were only for the present 
or for the immediate future and which were for the longer-term.  In particular, they had little sense of the 
separation between the first coming of the Messiah as Suffering Servant and His second coming as Conquering 
King.  They knew their words had future significance and that there would be a future Messiah, but the details 
of how the pieces fitted together or the timing of their fulfilment were not revealed to them (1 Peter 1:10-12). 


