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Jesus, the human baby (Luke 2:1-52)  
The birth of Jesus, the descendant of David (2:1-7) 
Joseph, Jesus’ adoptive father, was descended from King David.  A Roman census requiring people to go to 
their ancestral home towns caused Joseph to travel with the pregnant Mary to Bethlehem, David’s town, 
where Jesus was born, fulfilling a prophecy about the Messiah’s birthplace (Micah 5:2).  As He did throughout 
the Old Testament (see Part 8), God was working through human rulers to accomplish His purposes.  Jesus’ 
birth in poverty, laid in a feeding trough, indicates that, although a king, He will be a humble servant. 
 

Shepherds visit Jesus, the Saviour for all and Christ the Lord (2:8-20) 
In first century Jewish culture, shepherds had a reputation as untrustworthy outsiders.  An angel appeared to 
a group of shepherds near Bethlehem announcing “good news” for all people because a baby had been born 
who is the Christ (Greek for ‘Messiah’) and the Lord (or ruler).  As the angel spoke, Heaven’s army appeared, 
not to declare war and judgement, but peace and blessing to human beings. The fact that the message first 
came to shepherds shows it was indeed for everyone: poor and rich, respectable and unrespectable.   
 

At the Temple, people praise Jesus, the light for the nations (2:21-40) 
Mary and Joseph were in the Temple in Jerusalem obeying two Old Testament laws as faithful Jewish parents: 
mothers had to be purified 40 days after giving birth (Leviticus 12:1-8) and first-born sons were to be 
presented to God (Exodus 13:2; Numbers 18:15-16).  Two people who were longing for the Messiah 
recognised Jesus’ significance and praised God because of Him.  One, Simeon, made two prophetic statements: 

a) Jesus will bring salvation to people from all nations (v29-32) – Jesus is God’s salvation, but as well as being 
Israel’s glory He will shine as a light to all nations. 

b) His mission includes suffering and rejection (v34-35) – reactions to Jesus would be mixed, but people’s 
responses would either cause their fall or their lifting up.  Jesus’ opposition by many would lead to 
suffering for His mother, Mary, like a sword piercing her heart. 

Luke’s statement in verse 40 emphasises that Jesus was a human boy who had to develop physically and 
intellectually like every child, but He also had unusual wisdom, so people could see God’s grace was on Him. 
 

Teachers are amazed at Jesus, God’s Son (2:41-52) 
Even at the age of 12 Jesus showed unusual knowledge and insight.  Most significantly, he was already aware 
of His special relationship with God.  Mary describes Joseph as Jesus’ father (v48), but Jesus calls the Temple 
His Father’s house (v49).  Even as a child Jesus knew His true identity as the Son of God. 
 

Summary: Jesus’ identity and mission 
Part 9 suggested that two questions dominate the Gospels: who is Jesus and what is His mission?  These 
accounts of Jesus’ early years help us towards an answer.  Jesus is David’s descendant and God’s Son come to 
bring God’s people to human beings by being a Saviour for all kinds of people and from all nations. 
 

Jesus, God become human (John 1:1-18) 
John describes Jesus’ birth very differently from Luke, from God’s perspective.  The opening of his Gospel gives 
us further insights into who Jesus is (His identity) and what He came to do (His mission): 
 

IDENTITY: the divine Word; MISSION: revealing God 
‘The Word’ (Greek Logos) may seem like an unusual title for Jesus, but it resonated with the world John is 
writing into.  John takes a word – logos – that Greek philosophy used logos to refer to an impersonal force of 
intelligence or knowledge behind the universe and redefines it in terms of the Old Testament story of God (the 
phrase “in the beginning” in verse 1 is a clear echo of Genesis 1:1).  Behind the universe and human life is not 

 Where was Jesus born and what does this tell us about Him? 
 Who was Jesus and why did He come into the world? 
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some impersonal force or principle, but a personal God we need to know.   Our problem is that we are in the 
dark concerning Him.  People have all sorts of religious and philosophical theories about ultimate reality, but 
only God explains it all.  Even today we should recognise that the order we see in the universe and the 
amazing nature of information and its coding in DNA, the chemical behind life, points to intelligent design! 
 

The word Logos emphasises the fact that God speaks, making Himself known.  God has always been 
communicating with mankind: through the nature of the world He created; through our consciences, which 
point (albeit unreliably) to right and wrong; and through the covenants recorded in the Bible.  These tell us a 
lot about God, but His perfect revelation through a person – the Logos.  This Word came into the world like a 
light shining into the darkness (v9); a light that cannot be overcome (v5).  God’s truth shone into our ignorance.  
The Word did this by becoming human and made His home among us (v14).  He was given a name, which John 
does not reveal until verse 17: Jesus.  Importantly, not only does this Word come from God – He is God (v1).  
John is telling us that Jesus was not only God’s promised rescuer (the Messiah); He is God living as a human 
being.  His life did not begin with His birth in Bethlehem or His conception in Nazareth – he existed eternally.  
For more on what the New Testament says about Jesus being God see the Q&A for this study. 
 

If Jesus was God and reveals God, what does He show us about who God is and what God is like?  Verses 14-18 
give the answer.  John, the writer of these words, heard in person John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus’ 
greatness and pre-existence (v15), but He also lived closely with Jesus for three years, seeing what He did and 
hearing what He taught.  In all of this He saw Jesus’ character and, in it, the glory of God (v14).  The qualities 
John saw in Jesus are significant: “He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.”  More literally, John says 
Jesus was full of grace and truth.  These are the qualities Moses saw in God (Exodus 34:6) and the psalms 
praise God because of them (Psalm 86:15).  It is important to realise what they mean: 

 Grace – God is unfailing in His love, although it is undeserved by sinful human beings.   
God never stops loving human beings and commits to our salvation through a binding covenant 
commitment.  God is full of compassion (concern for people’s suffering) and mercy (readiness to forgive).  
These qualities are perfectly seen in Jesus.  He was compassionate towards broken people and called 
people to come to Him and receive forgiveness.  Our culture talks a great deal about love, but not the 
kind of unconditional love that God showed.  No human being has been consistently loving as Jesus was. 

 Truth – God is completely faithful to His promises and upholds His holy Standards.   
When we love people we often overlook their faults, but God does not and cannot do this.  His grace is 
always mixed with holiness – a perfect standard (also called His righteousness).  His forgiveness does not 
mean ignoring sin and is only possible when people admit it.  Jesus embodied this faithfulness to God’s 
truth.  He condemned religious hypocrites and when He called people to come to Him, He challenged 
them to leave their sin behind and to live in God’s righteousness.  In His own life He was perfect and 
sinless, always living by what is true.  No human being has been consistently truthful like Jesus. 

The fact that God is both perfectly truthful, but also utterly gracious creates a problem.  How can a perfect, 
holy God accept sinful, fallen human beings?  It is through Jesus that this is possible. 
 

IDENTITY: creator and life-giver; MISSION: giving new life to those who believe in Him  
Jesus did not only come to show us the righteous standard of God, as the Law given through Moses did.  
Moses the great Law giver, towers over the Old Testament, but Jesus is greater than Moses (v17).  Jesus was 
not simply alive; He is the life-giver (v4).  The Law exposed our sin and held the hope of its forgiveness on the 
basis of sacrifice, but it could not really deal with the ultimate problem of our hearts.  God’s covenant with 
Israel was a gracious blessing, but through Jesus God is giving another gracious blessing that is greater (v16).   
 

We don’t simply need knowledge about God, we need a new beginning with God, a new life. As the agent of 
creation, Jesus gave us our life and He can save our lives (v3).  Through Jesus, His only Son, God is making it 
possible for sinful human beings to become His children (v12).  John says many people rejected Jesus (v11), 
but those who accepted Him and trusted in Him were given a new right, brought into a new relationship with 
God.  This intimate relationship with God is a new kind of life that happens through a new birth (v13).  The 
idea of the new birth into new life will be picked up again in Part 12 where we will study John 3. 
 
 
 
  

SUMMARY: Jesus was fully human and fully God.  He came to make God known and to give new life. 
 Jesus, born to be a Saviour for all kinds of people, knew from childhood that He was God’s Son. 
 Jesus was God become human, revealing God’s character and offering new life to those who believe. 
 


