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UnDERSTANDING CHRISTIANITY 
 

Simon Meets Jesus (John 1:40-42) 
Simon, son of Jonah, was brought to meet Jesus by his brother Andrew, who heard John the Baptist’s 
commendation of Jesus.  Jesus “gazed intently” at him (v42).  He would have seen a muscular man, because 
Simon was a fisherman with no formal education (Acts 4:13) who spoke with a distinctly Galilean accent (Mark 
14:70).  Beyond this, however, Jesus saw potential in Simon.  He said this fisherman, whose name was one of 
the most common ones among first century Jews, would have an unusual new name, ‘Peter’, meaning ‘a rock’.   
 

Jesus’ use of the future tense is significant.  Simon will become something he is not yet.  As with people in the 
Old Testament whose names were changed (e.g., Abraham and Jacob), Simon’s new name signified a new 
identity: who Simon was becoming by God’s grace.  Jesus was going to change an ordinary fisherman (Simon) 
into a rock on which He could build (Peter).  Simon became the leader and spokesman for the twelve. 
 

Jesus Calls Simon Peter (Luke 5:1-11) 
For around a year after Simon first met Jesus, he had combined his fishing business with following Him.   He 
saw Jesus perform many miracles, including healing his own mother-in-law (Luke 4:38-39).  Jesus now 
performed a miracle that entered the world of Simon’s work, enabling the disciples to catch many fish when 
they had been unable to do so on their own.  Simon was humbled and suddenly became aware of his own sin.  
He had obeyed Jesus’ command to let down his nets but had doubted that they would catch anything.  Simon 
had to learn that there is no area of life over which Jesus is Lord and in which His knowledge does not 
surpass our own.  Jesus’ responded with comforting words often spoken in the Bible by God to people who 
are humble before Him: “Do not be afraid!”  Jesus said that from this point on Peter would stop fishing for fish 
and would become a fisher of men, calling people to follow Jesus. 
 

Simon left his business to follow Jesus full-time, leaving behind his boat and nets with the profitable catch.  
Afraid and uncertain of himself and aware of his sinfulness and weakness, Simon was beginning to learn that 
Jesus can always be taken at His word.  With Him in charge, what seems impossible becomes possible.  
 

 

Simon Peter Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22-33) 
Having miraculously fed over 5000 people, Jesus commanded His disciples to go out in their boat.  Obeying 
Him, they soon got into trouble in a strong wind.  Their terror at the storm only intensified when they thought 
they saw a ghost walking on the water.  In fact, it was Jesus, who again said, “Do not be afraid!”  In a test of 
Jesus, Simon asked Him to call Him to walk to Him on the water.  Jesus invited him and, trusting His words, 
Peter stepped out of the boat.  He became distracted by the storm, took his eyes off Jesus and began to sink, 
but when He cried out to Jesus, He immediately reached out and rescued him.    
  

Jesus does not promise a problem-free life for His followers but does promise to be with us through every 
challenge and to help us rise above our problems.  Importantly, He will not allow His followers to sink, even if 
their faith is weak.  It is not the amount of our faith that matters so much as who our faith is in. 
 

Simon Peter Recognises Who Jesus Is (Matthew 16:13-26) 
Jesus’ ministry had reached a turning point.  He had been rejected in Capernaum, John the Baptist had been 
beheaded by Herod, His family thought He was mad, and opposition from the religious leaders was growing.  
Against this background, near Caesarea Philippi, a multicultural Roman city in the Golan Heights, Jesus asked 
his disciples who people said He was.  They answered with three possibilities people had suggested, but Jesus 
personalised the question, asking who they thought He was.  Simon replied on behalf of the twelve in a 
declaration of faith: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Simon had been convinced by Jesus’ 
words and actions of Jesus, but ultimately, Jesus said, it was God who had revealed this truth to him. 

 What does faith in Jesus look like? 
 How did Jesus transform Simon Peter’s life? 
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Jesus then made an amazing promise to Simon: starting with this first rock, Peter, He would build His church.  
Together with the other apostles, Peter became the foundation of Christ’s Church (Ephesians 2:20).  Jesus 
began to prepare the disciples for His coming death and resurrection.  Peter rebuked Him, but Jesus stopped 
him, saying he was speaking Satan’s words, then said anyone who followed Him must take up their own cross. 
 

Simon Peter Witnesses Jesus’ Majesty (Matthew 17:1-8) 
Jesus took the inner circle of twelve – Peter, James and John – up a mountain where they saw an amazing 
sight, as His glory was revealed to them visibly and Elijah and Moses (representing the Old Testament 
prophets and Law) appeared with Him.  Peter initially wanted to set up three tents, believing that Elijah and 
Moses would stay with Jesus, presumably to assist Him in setting up His kingdom.  He was interrupted by the 
voice of the Father speaking from Heaven saying, “This is my Son, and I am fully pleased with Him.  Listen to 
Him.”  This special event (which is often called the ‘Transfiguration’) confirmed that Jesus is God’s sinless Son 
and that we must listen to Him.  It also reminds us that His death was central to His mission and its fulfilment 
of the Old Testament, since Luke 9:31 says it was the subject of His conversation with Elijah and Moses. 
 

Simon Peter Denies Jesus (Luke 22:47-62) 
As so often, Simon Peter did not understand what God was doing when the soldiers came to arrest Jesus.  He 
tried to defend His master with a sword, even taking a swipe at a servant of the High Priest and cutting His ear 
(John 18:10-11), but Jesus, knowing He had to die, refused to let him fight and graciously healed the injured 
man.  Simon followed at a distance to see what would happen to Jesus, but he was very afraid that he might 
be arrested next.  When he was accused of being a follower of Jesus three times he denied that he even knew 
Him.  Then Jesus looked intently at Simon once more (as He did the first time they met – John 1:42), and 
Simon realised what he had done.  Peter was overwhelmed by guilt and fear, and his hope was shattered.  
Jesus had predicted that Simon would deny Him (see Luke 22:31-38), but Peter had been confident he would 
remain strong and would even die with Jesus.  In reality, he was still weak.  All that kept Peter from complete 
ruin was the fact that Jesus had earlier prayed that his faith would not fail (Luke 22:32).  Just as He had done 
when Peter walked to Him on the water, Jesus held on to him when his faith failed. 
 

Jesus Restores Simon Peter (John 21:1-23) 
After His resurrection, Jesus reconstructed the events of Peter’s original call.  Peter was fishing unsuccessfully 
in the Sea of Galilee when Jesus appeared on the shore and commanded a second miraculous catch of fish.  
Three times, mirroring his three denials, Jesus restored Peter by asking him whether he loved Him.  Instead of 
rejecting Peter, Jesus gave him a new task – to look after His ‘sheep’.  Simon would become Peter, the rock, 
after all.  Jesus simple call, “Follow Me” (v19), was a powerful reminder of Peter’s first calling.  Peter’s failings 
were forgiven.  All that mattered was his loving relationship with His Lord.  As a fisher of men, Peter travelled 
widely to spread the good news about Jesus and to shepherd the flock, caring for Christians until his dying day.   
 

Peter’s Letters 
Peter wrote two New Testament letters – 1 and 2 Peter – to Christians suffering for their faith.    These letters 
tell us much about what Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, understood after Jesus’ resurrection, including: 

 Recollecting the Transfiguration (2 Peter 1:16-18), which affirmed to Him that God’s words through Old 
Testament prophets were fulfilled in Jesus (1 Peter 1:10-12; 2 Peter 1:19-21); 

 Jesus died as a perfect sinless Lamb (1 Peter 1:18-20) to carry away our sins (1 Peter 2:21-25) and rose 
again so that people can be born again through faith in the message about Him (1 Peter 1:3,23); 

 People who come to faith in Jesus as Peter did become living stones and are built into the spiritual 
building that began with Peter, the rock, becoming part of God’s people (1 Peter 2:5,9-11); 

 God has appointed shepherds for His people, just as Jesus called Peter to feed His sheep (1 Peter 5:1-4); 

 God’s day of judgement is coming, and people must repent before it (2 Peter 3). 
 
 SUMMARY: Peter’s journey of faith illustrates God’s love, faithfulness and power to transform us 
 Simon was an uneducated fisherman who often misunderstood Jesus and blundered along. 
 Jesus turned him into Peter, a fisher of men, a shepherd of His sheep and a solid rock on which to build. 
 


